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the desert. Mr. Towne was a man of much decision of character; 
he was ever a good citizen, and was highly respected by all who 
knew him. H. D. Barrows, 

Louis Roeder, 
K. D. Wise, 

Committee. 

FRED W. WOOD. 

Fred W. Wood was born at Praire du Chien, Wisconsin, April 
28, 1853. At the breaking out of the Civil war, his father enlisted 
in the Union Army, and became colonel of the 17th Illinois Volun- 
teer Infantry. He had two brothers in the service, and only his 
youth prevented him from enlisting. 

In 1868 the family removed to Kansas City, Mo., where Fred W. 
attended the High School. He left school at the age of sixteen, and 
for a year or more afterwards he was employed in the office of the 
Kansas City Engineer. From Kansas City he went to Northern 
Wisconsin, where he was engaged for three years in the construc- 
tion of some of the lines of the Chicago and Northwestern Railroad 
system. In 1873 he came to California and in March of the follow- 
ing year he arrived in Los Angeles. After spending a few months 
in various engineering, surveying and mining enterprises, he became 
interested with Prudent Beaudry in the construction of the Los An- 
geles city water works. For several years he was in the abstract 
business as a member of the firm of Gillette, Gibson & Wood. His 
next employment was the laying out and superintending the planting 
of J. De Barth Shorb's extensive vineyards at Alhambra and estab- 
lishing the winery there. In 1889 he became identified with the 
Temple Street Cable Railway line. He managed the business of 
the Beaudry Brothers, Victor and Prudent, who were largly in- 
terested in the Temple street road. After the death of the brothers 
he was executor of their estates. In 1895 Mr. Wood became super- 
intendent and general manager of the Los Angeles Street Railway 
Company, the most extensive street railway system in the city. In 
this service he continued until his death. In politics he was a Re- 
publican and served as chairman of the County Republican Central 
Committee from 1894 to 1896. He stood high in the Masonic and 
Odd Fellows orders. 

Seventeen year ago Mr. Wood married Miss Leona Pigne-Du- 
puytren, who was born in California, and is grand niece of the re- 
nowed Parisian physician Dr. Dupuytren. One son, Warren Du- 
puytren, was born of this union. 

Mr. Wood died in Los Angeles, May 19, 1900. 



